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Ihj DELLA ROSSA 
LOS ANGELES— During the spring 
of 2 970, counterrevolutionary Cuban 
(err crisis carried out a aeries of armed 
arson attacks here against the Hay- 
market, a radical meeting place and 
bookstore; the offices of the Socialist 
Workera Party 1970 California elec- 
tion campaign; and the Afjhgroye, a 
coffee house that often made its fa- 
cilities available to radical causes. 

All three victims of these attacks 
. were centers of activity d uring the- 
_rn a s si v e nntiwar up s urge i tha t chal- " 



in May 1970. 

S t c nh en S. _ ^ Trottj jwh o t w a s t h e^p r 09 - 
JTiltRL. * n the case of three Of the ter- 
rorists involved in the attacks here, 
has now revealed in discussions with 
this reporter that the terrorists had 
been approached prior to their arson 
raids by a man claiming to be with 
the C VV 

When asked if he thought the CIA 
vvu3 involved In organizing the arson 
attacks, Trott said, "I wouldn't be sur- 
prised at anything now, after Watcr- 


ga to. For j n 3 fane c, th cr eis E. H ow ar d 
Hun t r H ls. MO /m ethod, of operation; f through a fire exit 


Felacz, Castro, and Gonzalez were 
arrested while attempting to flee the 
Ashgrove coffeehouse after the June 
7, 1970, attack on that center. The 
three pleaded guijhy^whthnhey" final] 
came to trial to Dec, 19, 1972^VTc- 
tims of the three^hrsonaJtaekSreport 
that Pclaez, Ca3tro, and Gonzalez were 
only three of at least a dozen gusanos 
who participated In the armed terror- 
ist raids. No one else has yet been 
prosecuted for taking part in the 
attacks. 1 

The attack on the Haymarket, which 
totally destroyed the place, occurred 
April 13, 1970, Ron White, a witness 
to the raid, was splashed with a caus- 
tic solution that burned his lungs so 
scverply it was feared he would not • 
live. His lungs are permanently dam- 
aged, K 

On May 27 , the SWP campaign 
headquarters at 1702 E. 4th Street 
was gutted by an armed arson attack 
by about a dozen gusanos. Four elec- 
tion campaign workers were held at 
gunpoint and told they "would die 
for Fidel Castro. 1 ’ The four were left 
inside the building after it was set 
aflame but were able to escape 


was to lie to C ubans, saying they j 
would get back Cuba if they helped 
the CIA. It was a vicious, disgusting 
business. 

"The Cuban exiles hate communists 
00 much they would bomb anything 
tliat moved," Trott nald, referring to 
the right-wing opponents of the Cuban 
revolution, called gusanos (worms) 
by supporters of the Cuban revolu- 
tion. -f 

The three terrorists pro3ecuted by 
Trott — Mario pelnez, TteYnaldo^Caa; 
tro , and Reynaldo Gonzalez — have aTl 
been oentcnccd^on charges of connpir- | 
acy to commit arson for their part, i 
Jn the attacks here, Fclaes is serving ... 
a ten-month sentence in the Los j 
Angeles County jail, Castrp and 1 
Gonzalez wore given sentences of one j 
to 10 years in state prison. i 

Trott’s assertion that the CJA was 1 
Involved Jn the terrorist activities was 

corrob.oXO.tCd by in [cr views with 

Ed w a r d G r i I ^ and j-ier g c a n t Charles ■ . 
Los^AiyjcIos^ 


Following the attack on the SWP, 
the Citizens Committee for the Right 
of Free Political Expression Whs 'or- 
ganized. Sponsors Included Angela 
D a v Js , State. So motor M cry yjr D y m a i ly 4 
Jane Fonda, C on n c iiman JjjR V 
and local heads of th 0 SodajjS 0 r v7cc a 
TJ n 1 o n. Am * n ffw or ic- 


Loust of the 


Police De- 

■”■*^*.2 


par tment Cnmirml^C o nsjriracy T ) i v i- 
sion. Gritz was the attorney for~Yhc' 
three gusanos. He says he was 
aware that someone claiming to he 
from the CIA had approached a num- 
ber of Cubans in Los Angeles in the 
spring of 1970. "My dient3 were used 
by someone," he said. "1 know who 
R ig but I canT reveal the information? 1 

Loust revealed that a Cuban *’lTud 
approached Los Angeles Cuban coun- 
terrevolutionaries in May 1970 to 
"fight (hmmuuilMin and get Culm 


For example, following their arrest, 
Pclaez, Castro, and Gonzalez skipped 
bail. Official court records reveal that 
in April 1971, John R. Howard, a 
special agent for the Surety Insurance 
Company, the company responsible 
for their ba il, informed die Los 
Angeles Superior Court that he had 
located the three fugitives. C astro and 
Gonzalez were, according to Howard's 
deposition to the court, in Me xico C ity 
| At the headquarters of a giTsano or? 
’ganization called Alph a 66. He de- 
scribed this as nrT’armcd guerrilla 

wn rfn r n_ train in camp thu7~"was 

planning anti-Cuban operations. Pe- 
lacz was found at a Colgate-Palmolive 
plant Jn Costa Rica. ~ **' ~~ 

7 here is no evidence, that there was 
any move on the part of the court 


to bring the three bade to Los Angeles 
following the receipt of Howard's 
report. Gritz now maintains they never 
left the D.S. Trott says he also doubts 
that they were found as indicated in 
Howard's deposition. There is r.o 
explanation for the discrepancy be- 
tween these two reports. 

In any case, the three gusano fugi- 
tives were finally arrested only in 
1972, When Pelacz converted to the 
Jehovah's Witnesses and, according to 
Trott, confessed his role In the terrorist 
attacks in a letter sent directly to Pres- 
ident Nixon. The White House, Trott 
said, notified Pclaez of what he should 
do to make a formal confession. 


era, and Team s ter b . 

The committee's purpose was to 
secure the arrest and conviction of 
those responsible for the May 27 
attack on tho SWP campaign head- 
quarters. The pattern of police ncg-\ 
ligencc in the investigation was sol 
pervasive that It raised the question^ 
of police complicity in an attempt t<j> 
cover up the real lnsidratlon bchinjl 
the attacks. 

In the light of Watergate and these 
new revelations by Trott, this suspi- 
cion seems to have been clearly mer-. 
Ited. The gusano actions were tied 
to the Nixon "game plan" aimed at 
attacking the antiwar movement fol- 
lowing the May 1970 upsurge. The 
Los Angeles police and district attor- 
ney’s office appear to have been coop- 
erating in hiding this fact from the 
victims of the CIA-lnsplred attacks. 


confcJlt!r£ G a IB 


Following Pelacz'o 
bench warrant was issued for -the 
arrest of tire three gusanos. One was 
arrested in Connecticut and the others 
in Miami. 

Trott was also tho prosecutor in 
the case of two other gusano terrorists, 
Ilcctor Cornlllot y LnnoJr. and Juan 
Garcia-Cardenas, for their part in 
about 10 bombings in Los Angeles 
in 1908. These included attacks on 
the Shell Oil Corporation and two 
Mexican tourist, offices. FBI -agents 
testified at the trial of these terrorists 
1 that th e explos ives they used had been 
j obtain ed from the (HA for use in the 
• l ^ay of Pigs in vasion. 

, The fact that the CIA allowed these 
J gusanos to keep these explosives for 
■ seven years after tho Bay of Tigs 
1 fiasco of 1961 is further evidence of 
! CIA complicity in the April* May 1070 
j terror attacks against Los Angeles 
| antiwa r and socialist organizations. 
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